
Advocacy & Outreach Brief
Government Affairs Division of the Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce

Created in 2007 and currently, the only Chamber of Commerce in Arkansas to have such a department that 
employs a full time, senior level staff person dedicated primarily to government affairs, the Government 
Affairs Division of the Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce is led by Jon Moran, Vice President of 
Government Affairs.

Mr. Moran joined the Chamber after serving eight years as a Special Assistant to Governor Mike Beebe for 
State Agencies and Legislative Affairs. On behalf of Governor Beebe, he served as a personal aide, worked on special projects 
and was a liaison to the following constituents and state agencies:

• State, County, and Municipal Elected Officials
• Members of the Arkansas General Assembly 
• Arkansas Supreme Court 
• Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department, the Arkansas Highway Commission 
• Arkansas Department of Aeronautics
• Arkansas Natural Resources Commission
• Over forty State Agencies, Boards, and Commissions as assigned

Jon also served five years in the Public Affairs Division of the Arkansas Attorney General’s Office under both Attorney 
General Mark Pryor and Mike Beebe where he served twenty-seven counties that included all of Northwest Arkansas and 
encompassed three Congressional districts. 

Below are some highlights of Jon’s experience as an advocator and lobbyist.
• Issue 3 – (SJR16) – Guided measure through legislative process

Special projects and legistlation of particular interest to Northwest Arkansas:
• Attorney General’s efforts to combat the State of Oklahoma’s lawsuit against poultry producers
• Funding and construction of the Northwest Arkansas Conservation Authority - $66 Million
• Prioritizing the funding of the TIGER Grant that ultimately funded

• Bella Vista Bypass - $10 Million
• Razorback Greenway - $15 Million

• Ozark Mountain Regional Public Water Authority - $60 Million
• Passage of the cigarette tax which funded the operations of the UAMS Northwest Arkansas location – Approximately $5 

Million annually
• Efforts to pass a voter-approved highway improvement bond issue that revitalized financing for Arkansas highways - 

$130 Million Bond issue
• Creation of Regional Mobility Authority in Arkansas   
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Key Measurements/Outcomes

Development of a proposed legislative agenda in advance of legislative sessions:
The Government Affairs Division has worked closely with our Legislative delegation, the Northwest Arkansas Council, the 
State Chamber of Commerce, and other Chambers of Commerce in Northwest Arkansas to develop a legislative agenda be-
fore each regular session of the Arkansas General Assembly. Developed legislation in recent sessions including the following:

• Creation of Regional Mobility Authorities, enabling counties and cities across a region to coordinate efforts that fund and 
operate regional transportation projects.

• Creation of regional economic development organizations.
• E-fairness bill, helping to level the playing field for Arkansas-based retailers who have to compete with online retailers 

from around the country, and around the world.

Number of issues enacted by the legislature with a positive impact on business:
The Government Affairs Division tracks how legislation backed by the Chamber performs in a particular legislative session. 
This measurement also follows the responsiveness of members of the Northwest Arkansas delegation to relevant issues. The 
Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber currently enjoys:

• Overall average of 70% effective rate with all of our legislators on key votes which exceeds U.S. Chamber standards 
• Over 90% of the time, the majority of our legislators vote with the Chamber

Number of issues that don’t pass which would be detrimental to business:
The Chamber has been very effective at combating and defeating legislation that could be viewed as detrimental to business in 
the past few legislative sessions. Very few measures have survived that have a significant negative impact on business.

Developing a responsive grassroots network:
Our grassroots efforts have been very successful in shaping votes on key 
legislation over the past few sessions.  The Chamber’s resources and efforts 
have been utilized by the State Chamber, Governor Beebe, and by Gover-
nor Hutchinson to gather support and influence the passage or defeat of 
particular legislation.  The Chamber will also be unveiling its new advoca-
cy website www.influencenwa.com in time for the next regular session of 
the General Assembly. This website will utilize all forms of social media, 
news, commentary, video content, and audio podcasts to broaden and 
strengthen the influence of the Chamber on legislative matters.
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